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The Summer Life of a Campus Minister 
 
The other day, my five-year-old daughter, Johanna (JoJo), asked me what I do during the summer 
when students are out of town. When I told her, she said, “You don’t need to go to work today 
daddy; you have it all figured out.” Ha! I think it was her attempt at getting me to stay home to 
play with her.  
 
However, it did remind me of the importance of communicating just what a Campus Minister does 
do all summer besides playing with his kids; particularly one who does not have it all figured out.  
 
As you can see from the photographs, a big part of my time has been dedicated to connecting with 
churches and CSC alumni. I’ve had the opportunity to preach for several Churches of Christ in the 
area: Arlington, Hardin Valley, and Farragut. Each church has been gracious and generous, signing 
up to host upcoming lunches and tailgate parties among other things. 

 
It was especially exciting for me to meet the great Bill Elliot last week, a  
former Director of the CSC who has just moved back to Knoxville.  
 
Tonight, Josh Zito and I should be getting back from the annual Campus  
for Christ conference; this time held in Canyon, TX, near Amarillo.  



 

 

In addition to fundraising efforts, here is a list of projects I have been working on with the help of 
Josh Zito (our Associate Campus Minister) and Joyce Troxler (our lovely Administrative Assistant): 
 
 Volleyball and Bible study every Thursday night with a handful of students who are around this 

summer, in partnership with the Christian Church ministry at UT. 
 
 Meeting up for Bible studies with a few individual students off and on this summer. 
 

 Forming the Student Leadership Team for the coming year. 
 
 Working on the master calendar; planning events for Kick-Off week, and preparing for Orange 

Sunday (8/20), Fall Retreat (9/1-3), and our Spring Break Mission Trip (March 2018). 
 
 Reading books, studying for and writing curriculum to teach this fall. 
 
 Making upgrades around the CSC facility (special shout out to Laurel Youth Minister, Jonathan 

Thomas, for sending a group of High Schoolers to serve during Knoxville Work Camp; and 
thanks to Ursula Hall for her all-around fantastic work as our faithful Costodian). 

 
 Evaluating feedback and brainstorming ideas for programs and outreach efforts. 
 
 Designing new fliers and posters to go around campus. 
 
 Updating the CSC website. 
 
 Josh and student volunteers have been running the CSC booth every week for Freshmen 

Orientation, and they have aleady met and collected names and contact information for over 
150 freshmen! 

 
 
On a personal note, I did enjoy using my vacation time in June to take my family to visit 
Jennifer's family in Arizona. I turned 37. And our baby, Savvannah, got four teeth and is on the 
verge of walking at 10 months old! Sadly, there is a chance I will be heading to Portland, OR, as 
my dad is in the hospital with probably less than a month to live; please keep this in your prayers.  


